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Information for rural business in Central Queensland

Barfield Road district
erosion control projects
THE Grazing Resilience
and Sustainable Solutions
(GRASS) program supports
graziers to develop and
implement strategies to im-
prove land condition and
reduce erosion risk. Partici-
pating grazierswhohave are-
as of C and D land condition
may be eligible to apply for
incentive funding for works
identified in their land man-
agement plan.

BarfieldRoad,Bananapro-
ducers Robert and Melinee
Leather and Desmond
Coupe and Jenny Newton of
Brookleigh were among the
first producers to participate
in the GRASS program.

The Leather family pur-
chased the 6000 hectare
Barfield Station in 2016 to
finish Brahman and Brah-
manLimousin crossweaners
from their other properties.
Brookleigh has been in Des'
family for several genera-
tions.The property is just un-
der 7000ha and runs a pre-
dominantly Droughtmaster
herd of around 1000 head.

Both families have worked
closely with the Department
of Agriculture and Fisheries
(DAF) and are actively im-
proving their land manage-
ment techniques. Participa-
tion in the GRASS program
has helped both families
develop land management
plans to address areas with
land condition problems.

Both the Barfield and
Brookleigh property owners
were successful applicants
for the incentives project
within the GRASS pro-
gram. Both properties had
gully systems that needed
remediation to prevent fur-
ther erosion.

At Barfield Station, a series
of porous check dams were
installed along two gully
systems to slow the flow of
water and assist the gullies
to stabilise and develop grass
cover. Whoa boys were con-
structed to slow runoff and
manage gullying along tracks
and fence lines.

A pipeline and an addi-
tional watering point were
established in one paddock
to enable better manage-
ment of grazing pressure.

The Brookleigh project
used several techniques to
deal with gully problems.
Contour ripping and seed-
ing was appropriate at some
sites, but others required po-
rous check dams. The most
severe gully site required
diversion banks and a rock

chute to control water flow.
This was built using prefab-
ricated bed concrete matting
and quarry rock. Temporary
fencing was constructed
at some sites to exclude
stock while the treated are-
as recovered.

The work on both prop-
erties was done over a six
month period and is an
excellent demonstration of
the range of erosion control
strategies that can be used to
reduce runoff, improve land
condition and prevent dam-

age to fence lines and roads.
The Barfield Road pro-

jects show the advantage of
neighbours working togeth-
er, as the work done on each
property benefited the other.
The gully remediation work
is a credit to both families as
it was done to an exempla-
ry standard.

The GRASS program is
funded by the Department
of Environment and Sci-
ence, Queensland and has
$1.4m available for graziers
in the Burdekin, Fitzroy and
Burnett Mary regions to
subsidise land management
practices such as fencing,
water infrastructure and ero-
sion control.

For more information,
contact your local DAF ex-
tension officer.

Matt Brown (DAF), Rob and Melinee Leather inspecting a series of porous check dams constructed on Barfield,
Banana.

Aaron Kurtz with a rock chute constructed on Brookleigh,
Banana to remediate a gully system.

Newprickly acacia
control option on the
market

Granular Products, in
collaboration with Meat &
Livestock Australia (MLA),
have launched Regain
750WG herbicide for the
control of prickly acacia and
other woody weeds.

It provides graziers with
a new option to manage
infestations using existing
spray equipment.

Eliza Barrett, research
and development, Gran-
ular Products said Regain
750WG containsTebuthi-
uron in a new wetable
granule (WG) formulation.

"Granular Products' focus
has been to develop a new
formulation and manage-
ment regime to treat large
sections of young sporadic
prickly acacia plants," Ms
Barrett said.

"Efficacy trials run over
two years, resulted in 100
per cent control of prick-
ly acacia."

MLA program manager,
sustainable feedbase
resources, Cameron Allan,
said the aim of this joint
project was to deliver a
new product which could
assist overall management
of prickly acacia.

"This control method
is targeted at prevention
across large areas of
grazing land to minimise
expansion of infestations
and allow productive graz-
ing to continue," he said.

Paul Hubbard, chief
executive officer of Gran-
ular Products, said the
release of the product had
been very well received by
graziers and farmers.

"The availability of this
product offers farmers
and graziers an oppor-
tunity to control prickly
acacia, without being cost
prohibitive. It provides an
alternative, affordable and
longer-term approach for
the end user in their fight to
control prickly acacia," Mr
Hubbard said.

Find your local reseller at www.progardes.com.au or Call Agrimix Pastures on 1300 979 395

Faecal seeding with Progardes
Australia's #1 Desmanthus

Hard seed suitable for faecal seeding Add to your dry lick or molasses Extend your pasture season

Persistent | Palatable | Productive
Deep tap rooted perennial legume
Delivers nitrogen into soil
Good water use efficiency
High biomass production

Nutritious, high protein
High quality feed
Drough tolerant
More soil carboon
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